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forbids any torches or perfumes, ordering his corpse to be thrown into
the common burying place among poor strangers. He expressed most
feeling sentiments of compunction, and gives his blessing to his disciples
with a prediction of divine mercy in their favour; but excepts two among
them, Aruad and Paulonas, both persons famed for eloquence; yet he
foresaw that they would afterwards apostatize from the Catholic faith.
The whole city was assembled before the saint's door, everyone being
bathed in tears; and all strove to get as near to him as possible, and to
listen to his last instructions. A lady of great quality named Lamprotata,
falling at his feet, begged his leave to buy a coffin for his interment; to
which he assented, on condition that it should be a very mean one, and
that the lady would promise to renounce all vanities in a spirit of penance,
and never again to be carried on the shoulders of men, or in a chair; all
which she cheerfully engaged herself to perform. The saint having ceased
to speak continued in silent prayer till he calmly gave up his soul to God.
He died in a very advanced age about the year 378. His festival was
kept at Edessa immediately after his death. On it St Gregory of Nyssa
soon after spoke his panegyric at the request of one Ephrem, who, having
been taken captive by the Ishmaelites, had recommended himself to this saint
his patron, and had been wonderfully delivered from his chains and from
many dangers. St Gregory closes his discourse with this address to the saint;
" You are now assisting at the divine altar, and before the Prince of life with
the angels, praising the most holy Trinity: remember us all, and obtain for us
the pardon of our sins." The true Martyrology of Bede calls the 9th of
July the day of his deposition; which agrees with Palladius, who places his
death in harvest-time, though the Latins have long kept his festival on the
ist of February, and the Greeks on the 28th of January. His perpetual
tears, far from disfiguring his face, made it appear more serene and
beautiful, and his very aspect raised the veneration of all who beheld him.
The Greeks paint him very tall, bent with old age, of a sweet and beautiful
countenance, with his eyes swimming in tears, and the venerable marks
of sanctity in his looks and habit.

The following feasts are celebrated (m July g :

Sr EPHREM, Doctor of the Church, 378 : ST EVERILDIS, who- trained up many other virgins
to the perfection of the Divine love: THE HOLY MARTYRS OF GORCUM, nineteen priests and
religious men, taken by the Calviniats and hanged, on account of their religion, at Bril, on this
date in 1572; eleven were Franciscan friars called Recollects, one a Dominican, two Norbertias,
and one a Canon Regular of Austin, three curates, and one secular priest: and ST VERONICA
DB JULIANIS, virgin.